Introduction
The diagnostic criteria for SLE have been established by the American Rheumatoid Association . Increased serum anti-DNA activity has been found to be important both in early detection and diagnosis of this disease (Pincus et al., 1969) .
A patient diagnosed 6 months previously as having SLE, presented with a pleural effusion containing 30% eosinophils. Although pleural effusion is a common sign in SLE (Dubois and Tuffanelli, 1964) (Dubois, 1974) , there are still patients in whom the differential diagnosis between RA and SLE is difficult to establish. Increased serum anti-DNA activity is considered a very good indicator for activity in SLE, especially in relation to renal involvement (Hill et al., 1978) . No (Kokkola and Valta, 1974) . Campbell and Webb (1964) described 7 such cases, and summarized 101 additional patients from the literature. According to their review the aetiology of eosinophilic pleural effusion is as follows: 28% idiopathic, 24% post-traumatic, 16% hypersensitivity related, 14% due to malignancy, 11% related to pulmonary infarction, cirrhosis and sarcoidosis, and 2% to rheumatoid arthritis. No cases of SLE were reported. Bower (1967) described 21 additional patients with eosinophilic pleural effusion. One of these had a 'rheumatoid disease', with positive LE cells in the peripheral blood, but the pleural effusion was probably related to pulmonary infarction. Six additional reports of eosinophilic pleural fluid in rheumatoid arthritis were later published (Campbell and Ferrington, 1968; Kokkola and Valta, 1974) .
The pathophysiology of the formation of eosinophilic pleural fluids is not yet fully known. The high correlation with chest trauma was attributed to the fact that the stroma of the red blood cells has been shown to contain a protein-carbohydrate eosinophilotactic compound (Chapman, 1961) . There is evidence of bronchogenic carcinoma secreting an eosinophilotactic factor (Wasserman, Goetzel and Aisten, 1974) , and eosinophils are known to accumulate as a response to immune complexes (Cohen and Ward, 1971 
